
TURKEY – BIBLICAL REFERENCES & OTHER FACTS 
 
EPHESUS  
Paul’s first visit to Ephesus was during his second missionary journey (Acts 18:19-21).  Though he did not stay long, Paul later 
returned to Ephesus to preach in the synagogue, school and private homes as he spread the Word of God throughout the land 
(Acts 19).  The church in Ephesus was later the first church to receive a letter from the apostle John in Revelation 2.  
 

Council Church - The third ecumenical council, which was held at Ephesus in 431 probably met at the so-called Church of the 
Virgin Mary. The council met to debate Nestorius and his teaching. Nestorius believed in emphasizing the two natures of Christ 
in the face of heretics who had insisted that Christ’s divine and human natures had merged who into one. When the council at 
Ephesus declared Mary to be the mother of God, (theotokos) he could not accept this and was denounced as a heretic. 
  

Roman Harbor - This harbor was prone to silting and this factor very probably led to the decline of Ephesus. It was a port city, a 
center of commerce situated on the main trade route. Paul may have sailed on to Miletus and summoned the Ephesian elders 
from there because the Ephesus harbor was beginning to silt (Acts 20:17). The same fate met the harbor at Miletus. 
  

Arkadian Road - The main approach to Ephesus was from the harbor and then up the Arkadian Road. It must have been an 
impressive sight as travelers disembarked and made their way along this column-lined road to the heart of the city. 
  

Theatre - It could accommodate around 25,000 people and was built in the Hellenistic period and was renovated by several 
emperors.  Originally designed for theatre productions, in later years was altered to host gladiator contests.   This theatre was 
where the mob gathered with Gaius and Aristarchus when Paul was accused of discrediting Artemis and her temple (Acts 19:28-
41).  
 

Commercial Agora – (“Square Agora”)  Built in the Hellenistic period this marketplace was 360 square feet and was surrounded 
by shops on all sides including the silversmith shops.  The silversmiths here rioted against Paul concerned for their financial 
futures (Acts 19:23-27). 
  

Terrace Houses - These show the extent of sophisticated civilization in Ephesus during the time of Paul. There are wall frescoes 
depicting scenes from the most popular contemporary theatre. Paul actually quotes from Thais, a play by Menander, in 1 Cor. 
15:33: “Bad company corrupts good character”.  
 

Temple of Domition - The temple was dedicated to the worship of Vespasian, Titus and Domitian. Vespasian and Titus both 
persecuted the Jews and Titus ransacked the Jerusalem temple.  All those who refused to worship the deified Roman emperor 
came under this persecution. Since Ephesus was not only the keeper of the Artemis Temple but was most probably a centre for 
emperor worship, it is not difficult to imagine that Christians here would have experienced great persecution. 
 

Temple of Artemis – Considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, the temple of Artemis was central to making 
Ephesus famous and prestigious. When it was rebuilt after a fire in the fourth century BC it was reputed to have been the largest 
structure in the Hellenistic world and the first building of this size to be built entirely of marble. Only the foundation and one 
column remain today.  Paul’s successful ministry in the area was considered a threat to the god Artemis and it was this threat 
that insinuated the riot in Acts 19. 
   

Celsus Library – This restored façade is a highlight of visitors today.  Originally built in 117 AD as a monumental tomb for Galius 
Julius Aquila, the Library of Celsus once held approximately 15,000 scrolls and was the third richest library in the ancient world.  
The virtues of Celsus were represented by statues of wisdom, knowledge, intelligence and valor.  On the library step is a carving 
of a menorah indicating the Jewish presence in the city.  
  

SMYRNA 
The 2nd city to receive a letter from the apostle John in Revelation 2, the church in Smyrna was founded during Paul’s 3rd 
Missionary Journey.  In 169AD the noted Bishop of the church, Polycarp who was John’s apprentice, was martyred here.  

 

The Agora – Located midway between the acropolis and the harbor, the agora was partially excavated from 1932-1941.  This 
was one of the centers of trade in the ancient city.  Today visitors can see remains of the porticoes lining the north and west 
sides, an altar to Zeus in the center and ancient arches that were part of the structure in Paul’s day.   
  

Kadifekale – A citadel built by Alexander the Great on Mount Pagos that overlooked the city.  
  

THYATIRA 
The apostle Paul visited Thyatira a number of times during his missionary journeys.  Lydia, who responded to Paul’s message in 
Philippi in Acts 16, was a merchant from the city of Thyatira where cloth-dyeing was the prominent business.  By the beginning of 



the third century almost all of Thyatira was Christianized according to St. Epiphanius.  Today, the Turkish town of Ashisar exists 
on the site of the ancient city.  
  

Visitors can view the remains of an early Christian basilica, fallen columns from a temple and the remains of a very old church 
underneath a mosque.  Also several Greek inscriptions lie among the ruins.   
  

PERGAMUM 
  

The 3rd church listed in John’s letter in Revelation 2, the city of Pergamum was a political and cultural leader from the 3rd Century 
BC well into the Byzantine period.  It was at one time the most spectacular city in Asia Minor but pagan worship predominance 
reigned.  
  

Asclepium - This sanctuary became one of the most famous in the entire Greco-Roman world. Constructed in the 4th Century 
BC, it wouldn’t become an official center until the 3rd Century AD.  People would come from far and near to this god of healing in 
an effort to be cured from their ailments.  
 

Serapeum – A temple to the ancient Egyptian god of the underworld, Serapeum was located in the lower city.  Serapis, god of 
healing particularly of blindness, was one of a number of Egyptian gods worshiped in ancient Pergamum.   
 

Theatre – One of the steepest theatres in the ancient world, this theatre is built on the edge of the city’s acropolis.  It is estimated 
to seat 15,000 people.  
 

Library – The 2nd largest library in the ancient world the library in Pergamum held 200,000 volumes.  The library was removed by 
Mark Anthony and given to Cleopatra.  
  

SARDIS 
Sardis was an ancient city with a history beyond 700BC. It is credited with the invention of coinage and was known as a very 
wealthy city. In Paul’s time, Sardis was a thriving commercial city on the main trade route from Ephesus into the interior.  The 
church in Sardis is also addressed by the apostle John in Revelation 3.  
  

Synagogue – Notable for its size and location, this 3rd Century AD synagogue at Sardis is one of the largest ancient synagogues 
excavated. The location of the synagogue, in the center of the urban center, gives witness to a large and prosperous Jewish 
community here.  
 

Gymnasium-Bathhouse – A large complex built in the 2nd Century AD.  The complex was over five acres in size and had large 
vaulted halls for bathing and a large open courtyard for exercise.  
 

Artemis Temple – The temple was dedicated to Artemis, the main goddess of the city, was one of the seven largest Greek 
temples.  One can also see the remains of a small Byzantine church in a corner of the temple ruins marking the history of this 
significant Christian community dating back to the 1st Century.   
  

PHILADELPHIA 
  

Today ancient Philadelphia is covered by the modern Turkish town of Alashehir. Many of the early Christians in Philadelphia 
were martyred and as a result Christianity took longer to become established.  The letter written to the church of Philadelphia 
from the apostle John in Revelation 3 is the only letter without condemnation.  
 
As the site of the ancient city has been subjected to almost constant habitation, considerable earthquake activity and has not 
been excavated.  There is very little to see in terms of archaeological interest. However, visitors are able to see the remains of an 
early Christian basilica.   

  

LAODICEA 
  

Laodicea straddled the crossroads of the main highways where the route from Ephesus to the east crossed the road from 
Pergamum and Sardis to the south coast. Because the Romans took good care of such major highways, Laodicea prospered 
and grew. In Revelation 3, the church in Laodicea is charged with being lukewarm.  
  

Aqueduct – Water was piped into the city using an aqueduct.  The water was rich with calcium and overtime would clog the 
pipes so engineers made vents that were covered with stones that could be removed to clean out the pipes.  The piped water 
came from hot springs and would have reached the city in a lukewarm condition.  
  

Stadium – This was an enclosed structure for gladiatorial games. The Stadium is a good example how wealthy families 
sponsored and dedicated public buildings. An inscription tells us this was dedicated to Vespasian and Titis. The stadium in 



Laodicea is one of the few preserved stadiums from the ancient world.  
  

Theatres - There is a large Greek theatre and a smaller Roman one cut into the hillside. Both have yet to be excavated. 
 
Ephesian Gate – The Ephesian Gate is a triple-arched gateway that was dedicated to Domitian.   
  

HIERAPOLIS 
 

Apollo Temple – The foundations of the temple date to the Hellenistic period but the actual temple wasn’t built until the 3rd 
Century AD.  Apollo was thought to be the divine founder of the city of Hierapolis by pagan worshipers of the day.   
 

Theater – Built after an earthquake in 60 AD, this theater is one of the best examples of Roman theatre decor.  The stage was 
decorated with various reliefs and a special section for distinguished spectators was located in the center of the auditorium.  
Visitors can see approximately 30 rows of preserved seats.  
 

Necropolis – Located just outside the city walls lays one of the largest and best preserved cemeteries in Turkey.  The 
Necropolis contains many different types of tombs and funeral monuments that date from the Hellenistic period through early 
Christian times. Numerous inscriptions can also be seen here. 
 
COLOSSAE 
 

Colossae was located east of Ephesus in ancient Phrygia.  Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis comprised the triad cities. 
Colossae rested at the foot of Mt. Cadmus.  Though the apostle Paul never visited Colossae, he wrote to the church in the book 
of Colossians.  No excavations of Colossae have taken place.       
 
TARSUS 
 

Hometown of the apostle Paul, Tarsus was the learning center of the ancient world next to Alexandria and Athens.  Jewish 
citizens of Tarsus were granted Roman citizenship (Acts 22:25-29).  Tarsus was well known for making a particular kind of 
woolen fabric and tent making, such as what was Paul’s occupation (Acts 18:3).   
 

Cleopatra’s Gate – Also called the “Sea Gate,” this gate still stands today though it has been restored significantly.  Legend has 
it that Cleopatra sailed through this gate disguised as Aphrodite on her way to meet Mark Anthony in 41BC. 
 
Roman Temple – Once believed to be the tomb of Sardanapalus, an Assyrian killed during the siege of Nineveh in 612 BC, the 
temple was later identified as dating from the 2nd Century AD.  

 
  
  

 
  

 


